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When Bhai Budha first opened the sacred volume
in the temple, his eyes fell on the hymn quoted above,
beginning, ' The Creator stood in the midst of the
work/ which he regarded as auspicious and having a
direct reference to the compilation.

Bhai Banno, who lived at Mangat in the Gujrat
district of the Pan jab, took a keen interest in the
work, and went with a large following to see it.
His curiosity was aroused, and he considered how
he could obtain possession of the precious volume.
He asked the Guru for the loan of it to show to his
flock. The Guru, for obvious reasons, was most
unwilling to part with it, but was finally prevailed
on to do so. According to his order Bhai Banno
might read it for Sikhs on the way, but he was not
to detain it in his village for more than one night.
Bhai Banno, instead of expediting his journey,
proceeded by slow and short marches, and thus
contrived to obtain a full copy of the Granth Sahib
before he returned it. Into his own copy he intro-
duced some hymns which had been omitted by the
Guru. The Guru, on hearing of this, told him the
volume might remain as he had compiled it. There
is another story, namely, that the Granth Sahib was
entrusted to Bhai Banno to have it bound in Lahore,
and that in taking it there he had an unauthorized
copy prepared.

CHAPTER VIII

A deputation of Sikhs came to the Guru from
Kashmir and represented to him that the pandits
of that country had advised them to discontinue the
reading of the Guru's hymns and turn their attention
to Sanskrit sacred compositions and Hindu worship,
otherwise they would have no communication with
them. They therefore prayed the Guru to send
a competent Sikh to Kashmir to silence the pandits